
To:	  	  The	  Honorable	  Members	  of	  the	  Ways	  &	  Means	  Committee	  
From:	  	  John	  Schaumburg,	  MBA,	  NHA	  (Retired)	  
	   PO	  Box	  631375	  
	   Lanai	  City,	  HI	  	  96763	  
	   808	  565-‐9690	  
	   schaumlny@gmail.com	  
	  
Re:	  	  Certain	  Expiring	  Tax	  Provisions	  -‐	  	  Production	  Tax	  Credit	  for	  Solar	  &	  Wind	  Energy	  
	  
Wind	  energy	  is	  touted	  as	  the	  golden	  answer	  to	  creating	  electricity.	  	  After	  20	  plus	  years	  it	  has	  received	  
billions	  in	  Federal	  subsidy	  at	  taxpayers	  expense	  without	  much	  to	  show.	  	  The	  electric	  companies	  brag	  
about	  having	  10%	  or	  more	  of	  their	  electricity	  generated	  by	  renewable	  energy.	  	  What	  they	  don’t	  say	  is	  
that	  this	  amount	  is	  what	  they	  pay	  renewable	  energy	  producers	  in	  their	  total	  expenditures	  to	  generate	  
power.	  	  They	  never	  tell	  you	  how	  much	  fossil	  fuel	  they	  have	  saved.	  	  For	  wind	  and	  solar	  it	  is	  virtually	  nil.	  
	  
Being	  intermittent	  and	  unreliable,	  wind	  and	  solar	  energy	  cost	  ratepayers	  and	  taxpayers	  more	  than	  the	  
benefits	  derived	  from	  that	  expenditure.	  
	  
Please	  don’t	  consider	  extending	  this	  benefit	  for	  these	  developments	  (and	  developers)	  at	  our	  expense.	  	  	  
Future	  expansion	  with	  these	  renewables	  will	  leave	  us	  with	  less	  and	  less	  for	  real	  solutions.	  	  	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  not	  extending	  this	  expensive	  and	  ineffective	  provision	  in	  our	  tax	  law.	  
	  
	  


